Weekly Compilation of 


Presidential 
Documents 


Monday, August 28, 1989 
Volume 25—Number 34 
Pages 1261-1275 





Contents 


Appointments and Nominations 


Defense Department, Assistant Secretary 
(Force Management and Personnel)—1271 

Energy Department, Office of Minority 
Economic Impact, Director—1272 

— Labor Relations Authority, member— 

Navy Department, General Counsel—1272 

State Department, Ambassador to 
d’Ivoire—1272 

Veterans Affairs Department, Assistant 
Secretary (Human Resources and 
Administration)—1272 


Interviews With the News Media 
News Conference, August 23 (No. 21)—1262 
Orders 


Budget, emergency deficit control measures for 
fiscal year 1990—1273 


Cote 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 








Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 
20408, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents con- 
tains statements, messages, and other Presidential materials re- 
leased by the White House during the Preceding week. 

The Weekly Compilation of P: Di ti pub- 
lished pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Reaktor 
Act (49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under regula- 





Statements by the President 


Colombia 
Assassination of Luis Carlos Galan and the 
U.S.-Colombia extradition treaty—1261 
Emergency antidrug assistance—1274 
Poland, elections—1271 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


Colombia, assassination of Luis Carlos Galan, 
telephone conversation with President 
Barco—1262 

— Industries, proposed acquisition— 


Supplementary Materials 


Acts ene by the President—1275 
Checklist of White House press releases—1275 


= of other White House announcements— 


Editor’s note—1275 
Nominations submitted to the Senate—1275 


tions prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal 
Register, approved by the President (37 FR 23607; 1 CFR Part 
10). 


Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Di ts will be furnished 
by mail to domestic subscribers for $55.00 per year ($96.00 for 
mailing first class) and to foreign subscribers for $68.75 per year, 
payable to the Superintendent of D ts, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The charge for a single copy is 
$2.00 ($2.50 for foreign mailing). 


There are no restrictions on the republication ¢ material ap- 
pearing in the Weekly Compilation of P: 














Week Ending Friday, August 25, 1989 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Proposed Foreign Acquisition 
of Three Divisions of Fairchild 
Industries 


August 18, 1989 


The President has decided against inter- 
vening in the proposed acquisition by Matra, 
S.A., a French firm, of three divisions of 
Fairchild Industries: Fairchild Communica- 
tions & Electronics Co., Fairchild Control 
Systems Co., and Fairchild Space Co. These 
companies produce hardware and software 
for aerospace systems and spacecraft. 


The President based his decision on the 
results of the investigation by the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Investment in the United 
States (CFIUS), chaired by Treasury Secre- 
tary Nicholas F. Brady. That investigation 
was undertaken to give the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce time to assess Matra’s 
system for controlling the export of sensi- 
tive technologies. In consultation with the 
Department of Commerce, Matra devel- 
oped a comprehensive export control man- 
agement system that was deemed satisfac- 
tory. The President decided that these steps 
provide adequate safeguards to protect sen- 
sitive technologies from unauthorized trans- 
fer outside the United States. 


The Matra-Fairchild investigation was 
conducted pursuant to Section 5021 of the 
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988. That provision, known as the Exon- 
Florio provision, authorizes the President to 
investigate and, if necessary, to suspend or 
prohibit a proposed foreign acquisition of a 
U.S. business engaged in U.S. interstate 
commerce. The criteria to suspend or pro- 
hibit a transaction are that the President 
must find: 


—credible evidence to believe that the 
foreign investor might take actions that 
threaten to impair the national securi- 
ty; 

—that existing laws, other than the Inter- 
national Emergency Economic Powers 


Act and the Exon-Florio provision itself, 
are inadequate and inappropriate to 
deal with the national security threat. 


Note: This statement was not received in 
time for inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Statement on the Assassination of Luis 
Carlos Galan and the Reinstatement of 
the Colombia-U.S. Extradition Treaty 


August 19, 1989 


At this time of grief for the people of 
Colombia, suffering from a wave of assassi- 
nations of judges, police officials, and most 
recently Luis Carlos Galan, a leading candi- 
date for the Liberal Party’s Presidential 
nomination, I express my heartfelt sympa- 
thy and give you my prayers. I also offer 
my condolences to the families of the vic- 
tims of these heinous crimes. We in the 
United States should not forget that others 
are paying very high costs for the un- 
checked rampage of the international crimi- 
nals trafficking in cocaine and undermining 
the lives of law-abiding citizens. 

Last night President Barco announced a 
number of actions aimed at narcotics traf- 
fickers including the reinstatement of the 
extradition treaty between the U.S. and Co- 
lombia which had been suspended by the 
nation’s courts. He is using his powers 
under Colombia’s state of siege to do so. I 
welcome this courageous move by Presi- 
dent Barco. The U.S. is ready to coordinate 
the extradition of these criminals as expedi- 
tiously as possible. I have instructed the De- 
partments of State and Justice to begin 
working on this immediately. 

I am considering alternative ways to do 
more for the Andean countries in connec- 
tion with the national drug strategy which 
will be presented in 2 weeks. I am ready to 
meet with President Barco at the earliest 
convenient moment to consider a coordi- 
nated approach to this problem. 
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In such difficult times democratic nations 
faced with common threats to their national 
security must stand together. Today, we 
stand together with Colombia. The narco- 
traffickers who again have robbed Colombia 
of a courageous leader must be defeated. 
Colombia must know that we stand by its 
efforts to move aggressively against these 
criminals who seek to destroy both our soci- 
eties. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Telephone 
Conversation With President Virgilio 
Barco Vargas of Colombia 

August 21, 1989 


The President this evening called Presi- 
dent Barco of Colombia to express his con- 
dolences for the loss of Presidential candi- 
date Luis Carlos Galan and so many leaders 
of Colombia. 

The President assured President Barco of 
his strong support and expressed his admi- 


ration for the steps he has taken to restore 
law and order. He reiterated the United 
States intention to render appropriate assist- 
ance as rapidly as possible. 

President Barco indicated he had read 
press speculation about the use of U.S. 
troops in Colombia. He affirmed to the 
President that U.S. troops would not be 
necessary. 

The call took place at 8:06 p.m. e.d.t. 


The President’s News Conference 
August 23, 1989 


The President. Nice to see you all. Thank 
you for coming. First, let me just—we’ll get 
started here. I’m glad our Chief of Staff 
John Sununu is with me, and Bob Gates, 
Brent’s able right-hand man in the National 
Security Council. You all know Marlin Fitz- 
water, our Press Secretary. 

For Barbara and me, this has been a de- 
lightful vacation, a place that we love very 
much. And I know that there’s a lot of in- 
terest in her health. She went down yester- 
day to have her eyes checked, and you 


1262 


probably saw her playing tennis on the way 
in. So she’s feeling very well, indeed, and 
the medicine that they’ve suggested for her 
should take the pressure off her eyes a little 
bit, and the doctors tell me that this is ex- 
pected when you're being treated for 
Graves disease. But she’s doing just fine. 
And I don’t know whether she’s winning or 
losing down there, but nevertheless, we'll 
find out. 

But this has been a total vacation. I am 
staying in touch with some foreign leaders 
and, indeed, with current events. And to- 
morrow I'll host Prime Minister Schliiter of 
Denmark, an old friend—he and his wife 
coming by. And I expect we'll be talking on 
NATO-related matters. And then next 
week, we'll have Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney of Canada, his wife and his family 
here. And that will be visit with an old 
friend and I expect that we'll be talking on 
not only NATO [North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization] matters and matters of trade, 
but on matters of environmental concern as 
well. So that will probably be the total 
visits. We may have some of my own Cabi- 
net up here next week to discuss the nar- 
cotics program, but that is not finalized at 
this point. But the Chief of Staff is working 
on that and I expect we will have a national 
drug policy meeting here next week. 

All right. I'll be glad to respond to ques- 
tions. 

President’s Vacation in Maine 

Q. Mr. President, you have this wonderful 
home, a beautiful cigarette boat, and yet 
the average Mainer makes about $14,000 a 
year. And I was wondering if you could tell 
us how you manage to stay in touch with 
the average man’s realities. 

The President. Well, I do my very best. 
I’ve got a lot of friends from all walks of 
life. And there is a little tendency in this 
job to get isolated, but you—— 

Q. We see you riding the boat every 
night on TV and playing tennis and having 
a great time. 

The President. But I don’t think people 
feel anything other than that isn’t it nice to 
have a good vacation. And I try to have as 
much time—— 

Q. Do you think the average Mainer can 
afford to have a vacation like you have, sir? 
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The President. 1 don’t think so. I’m very 
privileged and lucky in that regard. But I 
also don’t think the average Mainer be- 
grudges me a vacation of any kind. In fact, 
the response from the townspeople here 
has been just the way it’s been for the 64 
other years I’ve been here: very good. 
They’re just wonderful. 


War on Drugs 


Q. Mr. President, we know that you’re 
working on a drug policy, and there’s con- 
cern among the Maine congressional dele- 
gation that this policy is going to center 
more on urban areas to the expense of rural 
areas, such as Maine, which is fast becoming 
a favorite port of entry for drug smugglers 
And crack and cocaine is already showing 
up on our streets here. Can rural areas 
expect help from you in the fight against 
drugs? 

The President. It is a national strategy, a 
national policy, and that certainly would in- 
clude urban and rural America. The most 
heavily impacted crime areas are the urban 
areas. And the—incidentally, this isn’t a pro- 
gram just of what Federal money can do. 
This is a program that is national in scope, 
and communities and individuals are going 
to be called upon to do their utmost to 
help. Most of the solution to the problem 
lies at local levels, at State levels. Federal 
government has certainly important respon- 
sibilities in interdiction and in other areas, 
but I will be encouraging all Americans to 
pitch in in whatever way they possibly can 
to help in this menace. 

Q. Will there be money, sir? Will there 
be money coming to areas to help us? 

The President. Yes, there will be some 
money, but it’s not going to be the question 
of the Federal government sending money 
to every community. That’s not the way 
this problem will be solved and most Amer- 
icans understand that. 

Q. Mr. Bush, in northern Maine at the 
Canadian border last year there were 
28,000 illegal incursions into the United 
States. The Border Patrol figures they can 
account for about a third of them, but the 
border’s basically wide open. Can your drug 
program address the problem of short per- 
sonnel protecting the borders? 

The President. It will address that prob- 
lem to some degree and there will be a 


stepped-up increase in funds on the inter- 
diction side. 


Chief of Staff Sununu 


Q. Mr. President, turning to the Middle 
East for a moment—and I’m from New 
Hampshire, so I’m, of course, interested in 
our former Governor as well. A couple of 
years ago, he told me that—he cited his 
prominence as a Lebanese-American as a 
way of helping to promote peace in the 
Middle East. Now that he’s your Chief of 
Staff, what role has Governor Sununu 
played in trying to promote peace or help 
you carry out your initiatives in the Middle 
East? 

The President. Well, Governor Sununu is, 
of course, very interested in this question, 
working closely with the National Security 
people, Defense Department people, our 
Secretary of State, foreign—our State De- 
partment people. He sits in on every Na- 
tional Security Council meeting. He is a top 
advisor on this and a wide array of other 
subjects. 

Now, I feel a certain frustration about the 
Lebanon because we have not been able to 
be a catalyst for peace. We have urged a 
cease-fire; we have urged a withdrawal of 
all foreign forces; we are available to con- 
sult with the individual parties and they 
know that. I’ve been in consultation past 
periods with the President of France, with 
the Secretary-General of the United Na- 
tions, and with others—His Holiness the 
Pope. And it is a problem that is plaguing 
the civilized world. But Governor Sununu 
knows the area well and is respected by the 
people that are involved in the sense of the 
Israeli side, the Lebanese side, the Syrians. 
And so it’s useful to have somebody that is 
sensitive about that area. 

Flag Desecration Legislation 

Q. Mr. President, I noticed you have the 
flag flying and the American flag has been 
in the news recently. Our two Senators, 
Mitchell and Cohen, support a statutory ap- 
proach to protecting treatment of the flag. 
And you’ve been backing a constitutional 
amendment. Could you support a statuto- 
ry—— 

The President. Well, I'm advised that the 
statutory route would not get the job done. 
But I—— 
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Q. Why? 

The President. Well, because I think the 
recent Supreme Court decision challenged 
the constitutionality of the law that prohib- 
ited desecration of the flag. So I’m delight- 
ed that the Senators are supporting legisla- 
tion because I think everybody, most Amer- 
icans are concerned and would like to see 
the flag protected—that’s very positive. But 
my concern is that our attorneys say that 
the legislation won’t do the job. 


Maine Mental Health Commissioner 


Q. The State Mental Health Commission- 
er, Susan Parker, has come under serious 
scrutiny here in Maine for her handling of 
crises at the Augusta Mental Health Insti- 
tute, including patient deaths. I’m wonder- 
ing if you could tell us, what job is she 
being considered for in the Health and 
Human Services Department, and why are 
you considering her? 

The President. Well, I’m sorry I can’t tell 
you about that. I just don’t know about Miss 
Parker. 

Situation in China 

Q. Mr. President, about China—— 

The President. Which part of Maine are 
you from? Go ahead. 

Q. From Kennebunkport, of course. 
[Laughter] Anna Chennault [Chairman, Na- 
tional Republican Heritage Group Council] 
is in China, and she is reported to have 
taken a message from you to the Chinese 
leadership. And the Chinese News Agency 
said that she’s told them that if they want 
to have a military crackdown on their pro- 
testers, that’s their own affair, or something 
to this effect. I want to know if you did 
send a message or anything like that with 
her, or anything about, for instance, Fang 
Lizhi was also mentioned as being some- 
thing that she was supposed to carry a mes- 
sage about. 

The President. No, there was no such—I 
hadn’t heard that before now, Rita [Rita 
Beamish, Associated Press] and I did not ask 
her to convey any message to the Chinese. 


We have our own diplomatic avenues 
through which to do that. 


Lobster 


Q. Mr. President, what do you think a fair 
price for a pound of lobster is? 
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The President. 1 don’t know. Can’t give it 
to you. 


Auto Emission Standards 


Q. Mr. President, the northeastern States 
want to adopt an emissions standard for 
older cars and they’d like to see that 
happen federally. Is that something that 
you would support? 

The President. To do what now? 

Q. Emissions standard for older cars—the 
California Air Emissions Standard for auto- 
mobiles. 

The President. Well, I would leave the 
States to set that, but we have a clean envi- 
ronment program that I think will do lot to 
clear the air that comes from auto emis- 
sions. And I still feel strongly about the 
need for alternative fuels as a way of solv- 
ing this problem. 


Governor McKernan of Maine 


Q. Jock McKernan stuck with you 
through thick and thin on the campaign 
trail. Do you feel a certain obligation to 
him? Do you feel like—— 

The President. 1 feel a certain high 
regard for Jock McKernan that is undimin- 
ished. We’ve been friends for a long time, 
and, yes, he did stand with me, and I will 
work hard not to let the man down, or the 
State down. 


Fiscal Restraint 


Q. Mr. President, the Maine State budget 
has gone up $600 million in the last 3 years, 
and Mainers are heavily taxed. What kind 
of support or encouragement can you give 
them? 

The President. Try to keep the Federal 
budget from going up like that percentage- 
wise, hold the line on Federal spending as 
much as possible, and that isn’t easy. But 
we are in the longest expansion—almost the 
longest expansion in the history of this 
country and, generally speaking, the econo- 
my is doing pretty well. And the best thing 
I can do to help in a problem of that nature 
is get the Federal fiscal program better 
under control. And that isn’t easy, because 
every time you turn around, somebody’s got 
some other way to spend the taxpayers’ 
money on some new program. So the best 
relief for the States is to have a Federal 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Aug. 23 


government that gets its deficit down, and 
that’s what we’re striving mightily to do. 


Role of France in the Middle East 


Q. Mr. President, there is apparently an 
Air France airliner en route to—being hi- 
jacked to Tunis. What can you tell us about 
thatP Do you know if there is a connection 
with the French military movements in the 
Mediterranean? And the big question, sir, 
is, at the very least, haven’t the French 
complicated your life and the hostage situa- 
tion by sending the carrier group there? 

The President. No, they have not. And let 
me just say, I’ve just gotten a report, so I 
don’t know the details of the hijacking. 
We’ve had a report from our Situation 
Room on that just a little while ago, so I 
can’t help you with any details. But look, 
the French have had a longstanding inter- 
est in Lebanon. They have tried to be a 
catalyst for peace in Lebanon. As I indicat- 
ed earlier I talked to President Mitterrand, 
not in the last few days, but about this ques- 
tion. They have a lot of French citizens in 
that corner of the world. They made clear 
that the movement of ships were to protect 
their citizens. And so I am not about to 
criticize the French for what they are 
doing. 


President’s Security 


Q. You’re no doubt aware of the debate 
in the State, and especially in Augusta, 
about how to pay for local security costs 
when you're here—— 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Isn’t that something the Federal Gov- 
ernment ought to be picking up? 

The President. Well, 1 think there’s a 
move in the Congress to assist in that and I 
would like to see the Congress move on 
that. There’s no question that there’s a se- 
curity burden placed on this small commu- 
nity here and, indeed, some of the sur- 
rounding communities by the presence of 
the President. And I think the Congress 
should do that. And I would say that Sena- 
tor Mitchell has taken the lead on that and 
I expect there will be congressional action. 


Seabrook Nuclear Power Plant 


Q. Mr. President, it’s been 3% years since 
the Seabrook nuclear power plant has been 
completed. It’s still not on line. The country 


is searching for an energy policy. How im- 
portant is it to you that that plant become 
operational—full power? 

The President. 1 remain a strong support- 
er of safe nuclear power. And I’m not up to 
speed in the last few weeks on the Sea- 
brook, but I made very clear that in my 
view, if the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
found that the plant could be operated 
safely and that there would be the proper 
evacuation procedures, that it should go for- 
ward; and I’m not going to change in that. 
We have a very able Secretary of Energy, 
Jim Watkins, who is formulating a national 
energy plan, and I am confident that a part 
of that plan will be the safe use of nuclear 
power. And besides that, for all of you envi- 
ronmentalists out there, it’s a good thing 
also. You’re not polluting the air with it. 


Situation in Poland 


Q. Mr. President, on Poland. There’s at 
least some circumstantial evidence that Mr. 
Gorbachev told the Polish Communist Party 
to back down and work with Solidarity to 
form a government. Does it seem to you 
that the Soviets are playing a helpful role in 
the current situation in Poland and in the 
formation of a government? 

The President. Well, certainly, in assess- 
ing that, it does. I expressed the US. view, I 
think, quite clearly when I was in Poland. 
There’s a lot of change taking place, the 
change is dynamic. It will be far-reaching. 
There will be bumps in the road as these 
countries move towards more democracy. 
There’s no question about that. But I felt 
that the statement that I saw attributed to 
Mr. Gorbachev was very positive in this 
regard—very. 


Situation in Colombia 


Q. Back to a question about Colombia. 
Can you give us an update, please, on the 
extradition efforts, and could you tell us 
what you hope these efforts will lead to as 
far as the long-term impact in Colombia? 

The President. Well, in the first place, let 
me take that question to say that I have 
great respect for what President Barco is 
trying to do. And I did have a phone con- 
versation with him from here just the other 
day. And it is a tough problem that he 
faces. And I am convinced that he is deter- 
mined to whip the problem, to beat it, and 
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to free his country from the grip of the 
drug cartels. And on the extradition, there’s 
a period of time now in which the Supreme 
Court of Colombia can override him. But I 
am hopeful that they will see that extradi- 
tion should go forward. We have a list of 
people that are key kingpins, you might say, 
that we’d like to see extradited and brought 
to justice for their violation of United States 
law. And I think we’re in a position where 
it’s—right now, we just have to wait and see 
what happens. But I would like to hope that 
the process will go forward along the lines 
that President Barco wants to see it go for- 
ward. 

Q. Any feel, sir, for how much time will 
pass before the first drug lord might actual- 
ly be brought to the United States? 

The President. No, I don’t have any last- 
minute feel on that. 


Administration Accomplishments 


Q. Mr. President, reflecting on 8 months 
in office, what do you feel you are most 
proud of and what is your greatest disap- 
pointment? 

The President. Dave [David Hoffman, 


Washington Post], I think in—I don’t know 
that it’s a question of pride in something. I 
mean, I try not to measure my presidency 
by personal pride or in personal wins or 
personal losses, who’s up, who’s down, vic- 
tory or defeat. But I think we have a good 
team in place, a strong Cabinet. I like the 
way the government process is working in 
the executive branch. I certainly have some 
pride in that—in my Cabinet mates, as you 
will. I hope that we are handling the impor- 
tant foreign relationships in a prudent fash- 
ion. I’ve tried to do that in Eastern Europe. 
I think we’re trying to handle a very com- 
plicated situation in Asia, the Chinese rela- 
tionship, in that manner. 

And so, I enjoy that part of this job. But 
it’s too early to take pride in accomplish- 
ment; I’m really just beginning here. And 
so I think in disappointments, I would like 
to have seen quicker action out of Congress 
on some things, some appointments, for ex- 
ample—of our appointments—good, sound 
nominees that are being held up. And I 
would challenge the Senate to move briskly 
forward on those when they come back. I 
would like to see quicker action on our 
overall budget and I think that we will 
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move fairly fast on that when we get back. 
I’m delighted that we’ve gotten the savings 
and loans bill through, but I’d like to have 
seen quicker action on that one. But never- 
theless, there was some give and take and it 
worked out. So, I guess the jury is still out 
and I’m— it’s still early to answer. 

Q. Seventy-five percent of the American 
public says they love you and they think 
you're doing a great job. Are those some of 
the reasons why you think they think you’re 
great? 

Mr. Fitzwater. Is this a trick question? 
[Laughter] : 

Q. You got a larger popularity ratio than 
Ronald Reagan ever had. Yet you’ve had 
critics that have said you haven’t acted fast 
enough on Valdez or things like that. Yet 
the American public says you’re the most 
popular President of all time. 

The President. Thank you for asking that 
question. [Laughter] No, but these things 
do—no, it’s interesting and it deserves a se- 
rious response and I—some of it is my wife. 
Some of it is the fact, I think, people see 
that we're trying hard. It’s fundamental 
values. Some of it is that I’ve tried to calm 
things down and work with Congress. 

But these things change. You know, these 
polls—look, you’re looking at a guy who was 
standing on this lawn about a year ago at 
this time and—I think it was—some of 
you—I know this guy was here—and the 
numbers were quite different and a differ- 
ent setting, a different situation. What goes 
up can come down, and I’m well aware of 
that. So I don’t make too much of polls. I 
don’t make too much of them. 

But I must say that I think there’s a good 
feeling in the country about our institutions 
now, quite a change from 20 years ago. And 
you go as President downtown or anyplace 
else around here or across the country— 
North Dakota—and I sense it, I feel that. 
And it’s not personal. I think there’s a rec- 
ognition as the people look around the 
world that we’re lucky in this country. 
We've got problems. We’ve got enormous 
difficulties. But they sense the strength of 
the United States and they see world events 
coming our way. And a farmer in Kansas 
that’s hurting or a Maine individual who 
may be below the average in terms of 
income may be concerned about that, but 
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senses that freedom and democracy are on 
the move and that the United States is re- 
spected around the world in spite of some 
difficulties. And so maybe some of that is 
why things are—make it appear that I’m 
not doing too badly. 


Murder of Colonel William R. Higgins 


Q. Mr. President, what about the situa- 
tion again with Colonel Higgins? Given ev- 
erything you’ve said, there is a perception 
on the part of some of weakness. Directly, 
will his murderers ever be punished? 

The President. If we can find them, yes. 


Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement 


Q. Mr. President, on the question of free 
trade, you’re going to be meeting Prime 
Minister Mulroney over the weekend. 
There are some lobstermen concerned that 
if we set a higher minimum size for lob- 
sters, the Canadians will catch smaller ones 
and flood our market. Is that something we 
can do anything about? Is that something 
you'll be discussing with the Prime Minis- 
ter? 

The President. It could be. Whether it 
will come up with the Prime Minister, I 
don’t know. But it is something—a matter 
that our trade people—Commerce and our 
very able USTR [United States Trade Rep- 
resentative], Carla Hills, have discussed 
with the Canadians. But Ill have to get 
thoroughly briefed on that because I’m not 
sure exactly where that matter stands 
today. 


Abortion 


Q. Polls indicate that Maine will remain a 
prochoice State despite the Webster deci- 
sion. Since this is one of your home States, 
how do you feel about that? And will you 
back any efforts to target Maine to change 
that? 

The President. Well, my position is well- 
known on the question of—I’ve just come 
down after a lot of soul-searching on the 
side of life. And my position is very clear 
nationally and I know that different States 
have different laws on this, but I am not 
going to change one single bit. And if that 
helps convince others around the country 
that the prolife position is correct, so be it 
and so much the better as far as I’m con- 
cerned. But I certainly don’t intend to try 


to dictate to each State what that State 
should do in terms of State law. 


Situation in Colombia 


Q. Mr. President, back on Colombia. In 
the statement on your telephone conversa- 
tion with President Barco the other night 
you said that appropriate assistance would 
be rendered as quickly as possible. Presi- 
dent Barco said he doesn’t need U.S. troops. 
What kinds of things can the United States 
do? 

The President. Well, we’re in discussions 
with Colombia on that right now, as a 
matter of fact, today in Washington. And Ill 
have to wait and see what they feel would 
be most helpful to them. 

But they have enclaves of these narco- 
traffickers. They might need certain techni- 
cal assistance to go after those people. They 
can use training for some of their forces— 
police, for example. Certainly, we want to 
be in a position to help them in any way we 
possibly can. But yes, the President did 
make clear that he was not requesting 
United States troops. 

That whole question of troop speculation, 
I thought, got out of whack. The Attorney 
General gave a very sound and very correct 
answer to the question. But some people 
interpreted that answer as that we were 
getting prepared to send troops to Colom- 
bia. I know enough about this hemisphere 
and have had enough experience dealing 
with countries in Latin America and South 
America, Central America, all through the 
Caribbean, to know the constraints that 
exist in terms, or should exist in terms of 
dispatching troops. There would not be any 
unilateral action of this kind. 

The question that was asked of Thorn- 
burgh was a hypothetical question: If you 
were requested to send troops, would you 
do it? And, of course, I'd take that under 
consideration; but that is not what’s being 
considered at all, the President of Colom- 
bia, for example, making it very clear that 
that would not be something that he is re- 
questing. 

Minimum Wage 

Q. Given your level of comfort here, why 
can’t you bring yourself to back a $4.55 
minimum wage to improve the quality of 
life for some people—— 
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The President. Because I don’t think it 
improves the quality of life; I think it 
throws people out of work. And that was— 
that a $4.55 minimum wage improves 
things for a lot of people is not an idea that 
I accept. I think it’s wrong. That’s why I 
didn’t do it. 

Education 


Q. Mr. President, you campaigned as the 
education President. Yet, the National Edu- 
cation Association seems frustrated with 
your—— 

The President. They’ve been frustrated 
with me forevermore. The NEA—— 

Q. They say it’s a lack of direction with 
you and Secretary Cavazos. So specifically, 
sir, what are your plans for education in the 
United States on the Federal, State, and 
local levels? And if I could add, will there 
be money to aid in education especially for 
at-risk children? 

The President. We sent up a broad, com- 
prehensive Federal program for aiding edu- 
cation, for making it better. It is specific. It 
does call for funding in certain categories. 
But the NEA is on a different course. They 
have been politically. They’ve opposed me 
every time I’ve ever run for office that I 
can remember, and so what’s new? I mean, 
they’ve got their approach to education and 
I’ve got mine—and I am right and they are 
wrong. [Laughter] So tell them to take a 
careful look at my education proposals that 
were accepted widely—a lot of criticism 
from some, but a broad acceptance when 
we sent them up in terms of helping in 
quality education, and then recognizing 
that 7 percent of the funds that go for edu- 
cation properly come from the Federal 
Government, and 93 from other sources. 
And please ask the NEA to understand that, 
because that ratio is not going to change. 

Mr. Fitzwater. Final question, please. 
President’s Security 

Q. Knowing that you’re always a target 
for terrorists, do you feel safe strolling about 
Kennebunkport? 

The President. Yes, but I can’t stroll quite 
as freely as I used to before I was in govern- 
ment work. And I don’t worry about it. 
We've got extraordinarily able Secret Serv- 
ice and I just don’t—I honestly don’t spend 
one second of the day thinking about that. 
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And it’s because I have great confidence in 
the able men and women that are in the 
Secret Service. I have confidence in our in- 
telligence, though some areas—I’ve told our 
Washington friends here that I wish that it 
was better. But, no, I’m—it just doesn’t 
bother me. What bothers me a little bit is 
that you just can’t jump in the car over 
there and drive downtown or something of 
that nature. But that goes with the terri- 
tory. 

Q. Do you mind bringing the press with 
your 

The President. Besides that, it’s very hard 
to putt, especially to chip, when you have 
onlookers standing there. A modest kind of 
shy guy like me, I like to play golf without a 
lot of people watching. So once in a while, 
I'll make a mishap. And once in a while, 
you take a practice putt and it doesn’t go in 
and then you see it on the television—CNN 
[Cable News Network], where are you—and 
then I have to explain it to my grandchil- 
dren: “How come you missed it three 
times?” [Laughter] So you have those inhi- 
bitions, but not security inhibitions. 


Senator Mitchell 


Q. How would you assess your relation- 
ship with Senator Mitchell? 

The President. Very cordial. 

Q. Have you played cribbage with him 
yet? 

The President. He bawls me out from 
time to time and I—but I'd say I’m a kinder 
and gentler kind of guy. I don’t think you 
can find one criticism, but that may change. 

Q. How about cribbage? 

The President. Cribbage—I used to play in 
the service. So, I’ll surrender on that one. 
He’s a good leader and he’s certainly a good 
Senator for the State of Maine, and he’s a 
man with whom we have differences. But 
we have a civilized relationship. He’ll come 
down to the White House and he can say, 
“Look, I think you’re wrong on this.” And 
I'll tell him, “Wait a minute, I think you’re 
wrong on it.” And then—the Chief of Staff 
remembers one very vigorous exchange 
that we had in the Oval Office just before 
the Senate got out. But if he walked 
through the gate down here, I'd say, 
“Great, I’m seeing a friend.” And that’s the 
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way politics ought to be. And I’m going to 
work hard to try to see that it is that way. 


President’s Security 


Q. Do you get any feedback from your 
neighbors on dealing with security check- 
points, or demonstrators, or about the fire- 
works? 

The President. No, no, not that—there 
was some in the beginning. I think the lob- 
stermen problem has been resolved. I keep 
inquiring on that because it is important to 
me that there be tranquility in that area. I 
think it’s been resolved. I hope that we 
haven’t inconvenienced the neighbors over 
here. There was a demonstration a few days 
ago and there were a few people that be- 
haved in a very orderly fashion. It was a 
demonstration on Lebanon, as a matter of 
fact, and they were assigned a certain dem- 
onstration route here and certain numbers 
that could parade and demonstrate. And 
my only concern there was the concentra- 
tion of demonstrators shouting their slogans 
and exercising their free speech rights—did 
that inconvenience our neighbors? But I 


haven’t had any real complaints from the 
neighbors on that. So it’s going pretty well, 
I think. 


Visitors to Kennebunkport 


Q. You seem to invite lots of heads of 
state down here to Kennebunkport. Do you 
find it easier to work on world issues while 
you’re relaxing hereP And where do you 
solve the issues that you resolve? On your 
boat, or golfing, or—— 

The President. Well, we haven’t had that 
many yet. As Vice President, I had the 
Prime Minister of Portugal here and the 
Prime Minister of Singapore and one or two 
others. Of course, the most high-profile visit 
was the visit of Francois Mitterrand, and 
Maine—I think he enjoyed it. And I know 
Barbara and I enjoyed having them as our 
guests at this special place. 

And so, though there were no major 
problems resolved, background music was 
good. And so I would expect these—that 
that will be really what the product of the 
meetings with Mulroney—who’s a friend of 
longstanding, and so is Poul Schliiter [Prime 
Minister of Denmark]. So it’s more that 
than it is a specific agenda to work on in 
this setting. 


Q. Would you ever consider inviting Gor- 
bachev here? 

The President. Well, he’d be welcome. 

Q. Do you think he’d like it? 

The President. Who couldn’t like it? Yes. 
Everybody likes it. 

A couple of more, then I’ve got to run. 
Maine’s Intertidal Zone 

Q. Maine’s Supreme Court has ruled that 
Maine—and Massachusetts is the only other 
State in this regard—that the public has no 
rights in the intertidal zone other than fish 
and for—in navigation, no recreational 
rights. You’re a shorefront property owner, 
plus your daughter is involved with promot- 
ing tours in Maine, and the tourism industry 
is very concerned that that may have a 
chilling effect on tourism in Maine. Do you 
think the public has, or should have, recre- 
ational rights in the intertidal zone? If you 
were citizen Bush rather than President 
Bush, would you allow us to picnic on your 
rocks here? 

The President. Well, I think there has 
been an understanding that people have 
the rights to do that. This is a very recent 
court case, and I can’t judge the case. I 
don’t know what the facts were regarding 
Moody Beach down there, and so I can’t 
make a broad statement of that nature. 
We’ve had people out on these rocks—I 
don’t think they have too good a shot to get 
out here today—but there have been 
people that have come out here below 
the—respecting the rights of ownership 
here. So generally speaking, as open as pos- 
sible. But I don’t want to try to intervene in 
some court case that I know nothing about 
over on Moody Beach—which I enjoyed 
fishing off of yesterday. 


Chief of Staff Sununu 


Q. Will you settle a political argument for 
us in New Hampshire? 

The President. I'll try. [Laughter] 

Q. A couple of months ago, there were 
some words flying back and forth between 
Governor Sununu and Congressman 
Charles Douglas regarding lifestyles and the 
possibility of Mrs. Sununu running for Con- 
gress in the GOP primary. Hugh Gregg 
[Governor of New Hampshire] says that you 
mentioned something to Governor 
Sununu—I don’t want to say that you said, 


1269 





Aug. 23 / Administration of George Bush, 1989 


knock it off—but just somehow to simmer it 
down. And Lee Atwater [Chairman, Repub- 
lican National Committee] has told us a 
slightly different story. Did you talk to Gov- 
ernor Sununu about this debate or this war 
of words? 

The President. No, no. 

Q. Not a word about it? 

The President. Well, there may have 
been a word about it. That was before his 
kinder and gentler days—{laughter|—I 
don’t recall any weighty discussions about it 
at all. 

But, look, this Chief of Staff has my full, 
unequivocal confidence. And I think the 
whole world knows that and our Cabinet 
people know it and others in the govern- 
ment know it, and it makes life a lot easier 
for me and for him as long as it’s out there. 
So, that one I can’t help you with, but I will 
take that and use the question to just simply 
restate my confidence in him and the job 
he is doing. And I'll tell you, he’s made a lot 
of friends for our administration on the 
basis of competence, sheer competence. So 
if some flap comes up involving something 
at home, I can’t help you with that one. But 
I’ve got to keep looking at the big—— 


Abortion 


Q. On the abortion question, I know you 
have some meetings coming up, for exam- 
ple, with Cardinal Law from Boston. Are 
you getting pressure from groups like the 
Catholic Church to do something—enforce 
your position on prolife? 

The President. No. | visited with Cardinal 
Law—my guest at lunch at the White 
House within the last 2 or 3 weeks, and I 
don’t recall any stepped-up pressure of that 
nature. I think those who favor the prolife 
position know my views on it. And I don’t 
think there’s been a major swing in the 
country. I keep reading in papers that 
public opinion’s all changed on this. I 
haven’t sensed that at all. So we'll wait to 
see. There will be plenty of election tests 
that people can make those judgments on. 


Aid to the Contras 


Q. Can I just ask you—Vice President 
Dan Quayle this week seemed to indicate a 
shift in our policy toward the contras, 
saying that we have a moral obligation to 
continue humanitarian aid if they don’t 
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want to go back under whatever the new 
conditions are to Nicaragua. Is that, in fact, 
the case, that we should continue humani- 
tarian aid? 

The President. As far as I’m concerned, 
absolutely. I don’t see that as a shift of any 
kind 


Q. After the elections? 

The President. | don’t want to see the 
mandatory demobilization of those contras 
before the elections. I’ve felt, I am absolute- 
ly correct, that the pressure from the con- 
tras has been the thing that’s led Ortega 
[Daniel Ortega Saavedra, President of Nica- 
ragua] to start moving a little bit on free, 
fair elections. Why should that one country 
be swimming against the tide of democracy 
and freedom? And I thought Quayle, the 
Vice President, ably spelled out our policy, 
and I thought it was a good speech and it 
certainly has the full support of the execu- 
tive branch of this government. 

Two more, and then I am going to go. 


Gun Control in Maine 


Q. The Portland police chief is trying to 
toughen up gun ownership regulations 
within the city, and it’s sparked a new 
round of gun control debate in Maine. Your 
thoughts? 

The President. Let the able police chief 
there take his case to the people of Port- 
land. And let Maine make its determina- 
tions on that. And that’s the way these mat- 
ters should be—— 

Q. Well, as Mainer, do you think we 
should all have the right to carry guns? 

The President. The Constitution gives you 
certain rights in that regard. So the thing— 
what I want to do is get strong support for 
our anticrime package—stronger predict- 
able sentencing, tougher terms, more 
judges, more people to make those pay who 
are breaking the law. And that’s the answer 
on the crime side, it seems to me. 

Last one. 


Canada-U.S. Border Incidents 


Q. Mr. President, the Canadian patrol 
boats have been firing across the bow of 
American and Maine fishermen who either 
wander mistakenly or purposely into Cana- 
dian waters. I understand there have been 
some incidents the other way, too. There 
was a chase—Canadians chased American 
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ships. Some of that problem has to do with 
the way we manage the resources. Can you 
tell me what, as President, you might sug- 
gest when you talk with the Prime Minister 
of Canada about reducing the tension and 
the potential for violence up there? 

The President. Well, I would be happy to 
discuss that with him. Look, we have peace- 
ful borders with Canada. You look around 
the world and we ought to be counting our 
blessings for our peaceful borders we have 
with Canada and the peaceful borders we 
have with Mexico. And anything that he or 
I could do to increase that tranquility, the 
better. But I have no specific plan on it. But 
we must recognize that Canada is a great 
friend to the United States and the United 
States is a great friend to Canada. And the 
peoples are friends. So if there are these 
little incidents, let’s try to get to the core of 
what causes them and get them solved and 
get them out of the way, because they are 
not going to and must not disrupt the rela- 
tionship overall that exists—and they won’t, 
believe me. 

Q. ——the Coast Guard firing across the 
bow of a Canadian fishing ship if—— 

The President. 1 will leave the rules of 
engagement to the Coast Guard. And they 
have well-defined rules as to what they can 
do and what they should do. And so I am 
not going to go in with you into some situa- 
tion that’s so hypothetical that I couldn’t 
begin to answer it. That’s one way you get 
in trouble. And I want to avoid trouble, and 
now I’ve got to leave. 


Note: The President’s 21st news conference 
began at 9:56 a.m. on Walker’s Point in 
Kennebunkport, ME. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 


Statement on Elections in Poland 
August 24, 1989 


I want to congratulate Mr. Mazowiecki on 
his election as Prime Minister of Poland, 
and assure him of our strong support as he 
seeks to lead his country toward economic 
recovery and democratic change. I also 
salute President Jaruzelski, for his political 


wisdom in endorsing a government reflect- 
ing the genuine will of the Polish people, 
and Solidarity, under the leadership of Lech 
Walesa, for its constructive role in helping 
bring about a new beginning in Poland. 

Since the roundtable agreement of last 
April, Poland has pursued a path of demo- 
cratic change. The elections in June, the 
convening of Poland’s new Parliament and 
its election of General Jaruzelski as Presi- 
dent, and now the election of Mr. 
Mazowiecki as Prime Minister, are further 
dramatic signs of this historic process. These 
developments hold promise not only for a 
peaceful democratic transition in Poland 
but also for a broader process of European 
reconciliation, toward a Europe whole and 
free. 

At Hamtramck, Michigan, just after the 
signing of the roundtable agreement be- 
tween the Polish Government and Solidari- 
ty, I pledged U.S. support for Poland’s eco- 
nomic and political reforms. We reiterated 
that support during visits to Warsaw and 
Gdansk last month and announced meas- 
ures we are taking to assist. I want the 
Polish people and their new government to 
know that they will have our continued 
support as they meet the serious economic 
and political challenges before them. 


Nomination of Christopher Jehn To Be 
an Assistant Secretary of Defense 


August 24, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Christopher Jehn to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Man- 
agement and Personnel). He would succeed 
Grant S. Green, Jr. 

Since 1972 Mr. Jehn has served in various 
capacities for the Center for Naval Analysis 
in Alexandria, VA. He currently serves as 
vice president of the Navy-Marine Corps 
Planning and Manpower Division, and 
served as director of resource analysis. 

Mr. Jehn graduated from Beloit College 
(B.A., 1965) and the University of Chicago 
(M.A., 1970). He was born March 12, 1943, 
in Chicago, IL. He is married, has one 
daughter, and resides in Falls Church, VA. 
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Nomination of Ronald E. Ray To Be an 
Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
August 24, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Ronald E. Ray to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
(Human Resources and Administration). 
This is a new position. 

Since 1980 Mr. Ray has been president of 
Ronald E. Ray, Inc., an investment compa- 
ny located in Winte: Haven, FL. Prior to 
this, he was a White House fellow at the 
Department of Commerce, 1974-1975. 
From 1959 to 1980, he served in the USS. 
Army as a battalion commander at Fort 
Bragg, NC; as an operations and training 
officer at the John F. Kennedy Center for 
Military Assistance; and as a platoon leader 
in Vietnam. He was awarded the Medal of 
Honor, the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, the 
Army Commendation Medal, and a Purple 
Heart. 

Mr. Ray graduated from the University of 
Tampa (B.A., 1972) and the University of 
Oklahoma (M.A., 1974). He was born De- 
cember 8, 1941, in Cordele, GA, and cur- 
rently resides in Winter Haven, FL. 


Nomination of Kenneth L. Brown To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Cote d’Ivoire 


August 24, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Kenneth L. Brown, a 
career member of the Senior Foreign Serv- 
ice, Class of Minister-Counselor, as Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Repub- 
lic of Cote d'Ivoire. He would succeed 
Dennis Kux. 

Mr. Brown has served as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for African Affairs, 1987 
to present. Prior to this, he was Consul 
General in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
1984-1987. He was appointed Ambassador 
to the Congo in 1981 and has served in 
several capacities at the Department of 
State: Director of the Office of Central Afri- 
can Affairs, 1980-1981; Deputy Director of 
United Nations Political Affairs, 1979-1980; 
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and Deputy Director of the Press Office 
and Associate Spokesman, 1977-1979. He 
was an information officer, 1975-1977, and 
a political officer, 1972-1975, in Brussels, 
Belgium. He was a desk officer for Zambia 
and Malawi at the Department of State, 
1970-1972; and a program officer for the 
Department of State Reception Center in 
New York, 1969-1970. Mr. Brown entered 
the Foreign Service in 1961 and has also 
served as a political officer in Algiers and 
Kinshasa, Zaire. 

Mr. Brown graduated from Pomona Col- 
lege (B.A., 1959), Yale University (M.A., 
1960), and New York University (M.A., 
1975). He was born December 6, 1936, in 
Seminole, OK. He served in the U.S. Army 
Reserve, 1960-1961. He is married and has 
three children. 


Nomination of Craig S. King To Be 
General Counsel of the Navy 


August 24, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Craig S. King to be Gener- 
al Counsel of the Department of the Navy. 
He would succeed Lawrence L. Lamade. 

Since 1985 Mr. King has been an associ- 
ate with the law firm of Sidley & Austin in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this, he practiced 
law with the firm of Dewey, Ballantine, 
Bushby, Palmer & Wood in Washington, 
DC, 1980-1985. 

Mr. King graduated from Brigham Young 
University (B.A., 1977) and Georgetown 
University Law Center (J.D., 1980). He was 
born February 4, 1953, in American Fork, 
UT. He is married, has three children, and 
resides in McLean, VA. 


Nomination of Melva G. Wray To Be 
Director of the Office of Minority 
Economic Impact at the Department of 
Energy 


August 24, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Melva G. Wray to be Di- 
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rector of the Office of Minority Economic 
Impact at the Department of Energy. She 
would succeed Raymond G. Massie. 

Since 1981 Ms. Wray has served in vari- 
ous capacities with the IBM Corp., north- 
central marketing division in Boston, MA, 
area advisory marketing support represent- 
ative, 1988 to present; and area industry 
software marketing representative, 1987- 
1988. Prior to this, she was a manager, 
office systems, real estate and construction 
division, White Plains, NY, 1985-1987; mar- 
keting representative, product center, 
White Plains, NY, 1983-1985; and a system 
engineer, national Federal marketing in 
Washington, DC, 1981-1983. 

Ms. Wray graduated from Spelman Col- 
lege (B.A., 1980). She was born in Washing- 
ton, DC, and resides in Westport, CT. 


Nomination of Tony Armendariz To Be 
a Member of the Federal Labor 
Relations Authority 


August 24, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Tony Armendariz to be a 
member of the Federal Labor Relations Au- 
thority for the remainder of the term expir- 
ing July 29, 1992. He would succeed Jerry 
Lee Calhoun. 

Since 1978 Mr. Armendariz has served as 
general counsel for the University System of 
South Texas in Kingsville, TX. Prior to this, 
he was assistant attorney general for the 
State of Texas in Austin, TX, 1977-1978; 
District Counsel for the U.S. Equal Employ- 
ment Opportunity Commission, 1975-1976; 
and assistant attorney general for the State 
of Texas, 1973-1975. He served as execu- 
tive vice president for Homecare de Ven- 
ezuela, S.A., in Caracas, Venezuela, 1972- 
1973, and was involved in marketing and 
distributor training for Homecare de 
Mexico, S.A., a privately owned cosmetics 
business in Mexico City, 1969-1972. He was 
president for Venezuelan operations of the 
Tupperware division for Rexall Venezuela, 
S.A., in Caracas, Venezuela, 1965-1969; and 
an associate attorney in the law office of 
Jesse Guy Benson, 1960-1965. 


Mr. Armendariz graduated from Trinity 
University (B.S., 1952), St. Mary’s University 
School of Law (J.D., 1956), and Southern 
Methodist University School of Law 
(M.C.L., 1960). He is married, has three 
children, and currently resides in Corpus 
Christi, TX. 


Initial Order for Emergency Deficit 
Control Measures for Fiscal Year 1990 


August 25, 1989 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the statutes of the United States of 
America, including section 252 of the Bal- 
anced. Budget and Emergency Deficit Con- 
trol Act of 1985 (Public Law No. 99-177), as 
amended by the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Reaffirmation 
Act of 1987 (Public Law No. 100-119) 
(hereafter referred to as “the Act”), and in 
accordance with the report of the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget 
issued August 25, 1989, pursuant to section 
251(aX2) of the Act, I hereby order, pursu- 
ant to section 252(a), that the following ac- 
tions be taken effective October 1, 1989, to 
implement the sequestrations and reduc- 
tions determined by the Director in that 
report: 

(1) Each automatic spending increase that 
would, but for the provisions of the Act, 
take effect during fiscal year 1990 is sus- 
pended as provided in section 252. The pro- 
grams with such automatic spending in- 
creases subject to reduction in this manner, 
specified by account title, are National 
Wool Act; Special milk program; and Voca- 
tional rehabilitation. 

(2) The following are sequestered as pro- 
vided in section 252: new budget authority; 
unobligated balances; new loan guarantee 
commitments or limitations; new direct 
loan obligations, commitments, or limita- 
tions; spending authority as defined in sec- 
tion 401(cX2) of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974, as amended; and obligation 
limitations. 

(3) For accounts making payments other- 
wise required by substantive law, the head 
of each Department or agency is directed 
to modify the calculation of each such pay- 
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ment to the extent necessary to reduce the 
estimate of total required payments for the 
fiscal year by the amount specified in the 
Director’s report. 

(4) For accounts making commitments for 
guaranteed loans and obligations for direct 
loans as authorized by substantive law, the 
head of each Department or agency is di- 
rected to reduce the level of such commit- 
ments or obligations to the extent necessary 
to conform to the limitations established by 
the Act and specified in the Director’s de- 
termination of August 25, 1989. 

(5) Each Department or agency head 
may, to the extent otherwise not prohibited 
by law, use existing authority to deobligate 
balances of budgetary resources as neces- 
sary to apply the required reduction or se- 
questration in as uniform a manner as possi- 
ble for any person or other recipient enti- 
tled to payments under any formula-driven 
calculations specified in the substantive law. 
Deobligations may include budgetary obli- 
gations for which checks have not been 
issued or funds not otherwise disbursed 
(funds obligated but unexpended). 

In accordance with section 252(a\4)A), 
amounts suspended or sequestered under 
this Order shall be withheld from obligation 
or expenditure pending the issuance of a 
final order under section 252(b). 

If Congress acts to reduce the deficit pro- 
jected in this report by $6.2 billion prior to 
the snapshot date for the Final Report of 
the Director, then a final order will be 
issued cancelling the sequester. If the defi- 
cit is reduced by a lesser amount, the final 
order will direct that funds be sequestered 
in accordance with section 252 of the Act. 

This Order shall be reported to Congress 
and shall be published in the Federal Regis- 
ter. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 25, 1989. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:29 a.m., August 25, 1989] 


Note: The order was printed in the “Federal 
Register” of August 28. 
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Statement on United States Emergency 
Antidrug Assistance for Colombia 


August 25, 1989 


At the request of President Barco and in 
order to support the Government of Colom- 
bia in its battle against narcotics traffickers, 
I have today decided to authorize a $65 
million emergency antidrug support pack- 
age for the Colombian police and military. 
The package will include equipment for 
police and military personnel, with initial 
shipments to arrive as early as next week. 
In addition, it will include aircraft and heli- 
copters to improve the mobility of Colombi- 
an forces engaged in the antidrug effort. 
The package was developed over the last 
few days during which there was close con- 
sultation between President Barco and 
myself and among our key advisers. 

No United States troops have been re- 
quested by the Colombian Government. 
We will provide only materiel support and 
training. The United States has complete 
confidence in the capability of the Colombi- 
an police and military to deal with this situ- 
ation. The support package will be made 
available under the provisions of the 1986 
Foreign Assistance Act which enables the 
President to direct the Department of De- 
fense to provide military equipment and 
services to a foreign country in the event of 
an emergency. 

In addition to this emergency assistance 
and the funds being provided under the 
Justice Department’s judicial protection 
program, I will authorize an expanded 
police and military assistance program for 
FY ’90 which will provide an increased 
level of support for the Colombian Govern- 
ment’s ongoing antidrug efforts. 

The recent wave of assassinations and 
threats by the drug cartel against all Colom- 
bians who cooperate in President Barco’s 
antidrug crackdown makes it clear that it is 
time for the United States and other coun- 
tries of the world to stand with President 
Barco during his courageous challenge to 
these insidious forces that threaten the very 
fabric of Colombian society. 

We intend to work closely with the Co- 
lombian Government to bring to justice 
those responsible for the scourge of drug 
trafficking and will continue in our efforts 





to assist the Colombian effort to provide 
protection for judges and other Colombian 
officials who are on the front line of the war 
against drugs. The Departments of State 
and Justice are working closely with their 
Colombian counterparts on extradition mat- 
ters. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





August 24 
The President met with Danish Prime 


Minister Poul Schliiter at his home in Ken- 
nebunkport, ME. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





Note: All releases issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary during the period cov- 
ered by this issue and received by the 
Office of the Federal Register have been 
printed in this issue. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 


issue. 





Editor’s Note 





The President was at Walker’s Point, the 
family compound in Kennebunkport, ME, 
on August 25, the closing date of this issue. 
Releases and announcements issued by the 
Office of the Press Secretary but not re- 
ceived in time for inclusion in this issue 
will be printed next week. 
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